Social Studies/English 6:  U.S. History to 1877

Date   
4/20/07

Lesson Title
3 Branches of government
Grade Level 
Grade 6


Time Requirements 
2 – 90 minute instructional blocks
SOL:   USI.7b


HCPS Course Outline: Unit III– D.3

USI.7b The student will demonstrate knowledge of the challenges faced by the new nation by identifying the basic principles of the new government established by the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights.

On Line Resources (URL’s) 
www.wikipedia.org
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/government/branches.html
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/6-8/government/branches.html
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/teacher_lessons/3branches/1.htm
www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0774837.html
http://www.congressforkids.net/Constitution_threebranches.htm
http://www.voteutah.org/learning/government/three_branches.html
Materials Needed

iweb, ibook, interactive notebook

Overview Comments

This lesson is a nice way for students to review the 3 branches of government by synthesizing a web page using iweb in order to demonstrate mastery of the SOL strand.

Directions for the Lesson

1. The Warm Up  

This warm-up period will be used as a means to allow the student to familiarize him/herself with the iweb program before attempting the topic of the 3 Branches of government.

2. During the Activity

The directions for this activity are found on the following pages.
3. After the Activity

Divide the class into three groups and hand each group a sign that reads “claim” and “do not claim.”  Assign one of the branches of government to each of the groups and begin the simulation.  The simulation consists of the teacher reading a series of situations and each group must decide if their branch of government “claims” responsibility or “does not claim” responsibility for the scenario.  The groups should be given a few minutes to discuss before they are asked to reveal their choice. You may give points out as you see fit.  Here are some situations that you can use:

· The President vetoes a bill.  (ex)

· The United States declares war on Iraq. (leg)

· A law is passed that states all students must wear uniforms in school. (leg)

· The school uniform law is determined to be unconstitutional. (jud)

· A judge is nominated to be placed on the Supreme Court. (ex)

· This judge is approved to be a Supreme Court justice. (leg)

· The Supreme Court rules that schools must be integrated with their decision Brown vs. Board of Education.  (jud)

· A presidential veto is overruled by 2/3 majority of Congress.  (leg)
4. Terms to Know
Legislative Branch

Separation of Powers



Executive Branch

Checks and Balances

Judicial Branch


Federalism

5.  
Study Questions

1. Which branch of government contains the Senate and House of Representatives?
2. How is each state represented in the House of Representatives?
3. What is the job of the Judicial Branch?
4. What is a Federal System of government?
5. The structure of the national government was based on which plan written by James Madison?

3 branches of government
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